
 
HI398: CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN THE LONG NINETEENTH CENTURY  

 
For candidates who are offering a whole-unit paper:  
Time allowed: 3 hours, plus 15 minutes reading time during which notes may be made (on the 
question paper) but no answers may be begun.  
Students sitting the three hour paper must answer:  
Section A  
One question from Section B  
One question from Section C  
 
For candidates who are offering a half-unit paper:  
Time allowed: 2 hours, plus 15 minutes reading time during which notes may be made (on the 
question paper) but no answers may be begun.  
Students sitting the two hour paper must answer:  
Section A  
One question from Section B or Section C  
 
The answers should not include any significant amount of material already presented in ANY 
assessed essays.  
 
Read carefully the instructions on the answer book and make sure that the particulars required 
are entered in each answer book.  
 
 
CONTINUED  



SECTION A  
Comment on FOUR of the following:  

 

a) Jeremy Bentham, Proposal for a New and Less Expensive mode of Employing and 
Reforming Convicts (London, 1798)  
  
A building circular... The prisoners in their cells, occupying the circumference—The officers in the 
centre. By blinds and other contrivances, the Inspectors concealed... from the observation of the 
prisoners: hence the sentiment of a sort of omnipresence—The whole circuit reviewable with little, 
or... without any, change of place. One station in the inspection part affording the most perfect view 
of every cell. 

 
 b) Ballad, 1849 

  
The Hampshire Tragedy 
Come all you pretty Hampshire girls 
Of high and low degree, 
You Berkshire girls and Surrey girls, 
Wherever you may be; 
Think of that poor unhappy girl, 
How dreadful was her lot, 
By a Soldier murdered cruelly, 
At the camp at Aldershot, 
Oh what a sad and dreadful story, 
This unfortunate girl had led, 
Away to roam, from friends at home, 
On prostitution for her bread. 
Virtue is a jewel, and 
May all females pray, 
That God above will guide them, 
To walk in virtue’s way. 
You pretty maids a warning take, 
Oh! Do not go astray, 
Oh, think on her unhappy fate, 
And walk in virtues way. 
She travelled many miles from home, 
And led a wretched life, 
Died at the Camp in Aldershot, 
Slain with the murderers’ knife. 
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c) Case of Madeline Smith, Cheshire Observer, 11 April, 1857 
  
Extraordinary Case 
For the last few days the public of Glasgow have been deeply moved by the report that a gentleman 
had been poisoned by his sweetheart, the daughter of a highly respectable family moving in the 
better classes of society. These rumours obtained embodiment and confirmation when it became 
known that the young lady had actually been apprehended at the instance of the public prsecutor, 
and that she is at this moment in the prison of Glasgow on the charge of suspected poisoning… The 
thought that a highly and virtuously bred young lady could destroy her lover is too appalling for 
belief; but the public voice supplies a reason in the circumstances that a gentleman in a much more 
promising and prominent position in life had become a suitor for the young lady’s hand, and that he 
had been accepted by her and her parents. 
  
d) Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Lady Audley’s Secret (1862) 
 
The Eastern potentate who declared that women were at the bottom of all mischief, should have 
gone a little further and seen why it is so. It is because women are never lazy. They don’t know what 
it is to be quiet. They are Semiramides, and Cleopatras, and Joan of Arcs, Queen Elizabeths, and 
Catharine the Seconds, and they riot in battle, and murder, and clamour, and desperation. If they 
can’t agitate the universe and play at ball with hemispheres, they’ll make mountains of warfare and 
vexation out of domestic molehills; and social storms in household teacups. Forbid them to hold 
forth upon the freedom of nations and the wrongs of mankind, and they’ll quarrel with Mrs Jones 
about the shape of a mantle or the character of a small maid-servant. To call them the weaker sex is 
to utter a hideous mockery. They are the stronger sex, the nosier, the more persevering, the most 
self-assertive sex. 
 
e) Report on the Metropolitan Police Force, 1868 
  
Detective Force 
In the original constitution of the police no provision was made for the establishment of such a 
force. The English jealousy of any police force at all would not hear of anything approaching to what 
was called the ‘spy system’, and it was not until 1842 that the Commissioners of Police were 
authorized to add to the metropolitan force two inspectors and six sergeants to be employed in the 
detection of criminals. 
 
f) J. G. Davey, 'Plea of Insanity', British Medical Journal, Vol. 2, No. 91 (Sep. 29, 1854) 
  
As the Law now stands then, it is to be inferred that the physician is to tell the lawyer all he knows of 
the matter of insanity; but the latter may accept or reject just so much as suits his object and final 
purpose. 
The remarks I have made shew that the ‘plea of insanity’ is, at the present, anything rather than 
what it should be; and that its various parts are not only in a sadly disjoined state, but that each one 
is terribly at variance with the facts of psychological science. 
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g) Old Bailey, Case of Eliza Higgins, 11 May 1857 
 
ELIZA HIGGINS (21) was indicted for the wilful murder of a certain female child, called Eliza. 
HARRIET HALL . I live at No. 5, Union Place, Westminster. I know the prisoner—I knew that she was 
in the family way in the winter time—on the evening of 24th March, about half past 10 o'clock, I was 
standing at the corner of Charles Street, Trevor Square, Knightsbridge, and she came up to me—I 
asked her how her baby was—she said it was dead—I asked her if it was born dead—she said, no, it 
had died two or three hours afterwards—I said it was a good thing it was dead, as she had to go out 
to get her living—the place where I met her is about 100 yards from Hill Street—she was coming 
from Hill Street. 
WILLIAM DAYBORN . (Policeman, B 177). I was called by Tiddersley to the area in Hill Street—I found 
in that area a female child—the area belongs to a cloth factory in Hill Street—there are three iron 
railings to it, running parallel to the street—the railing is three feet high, and stands on a coping 
stone level with the pavement—the area is three feet four below the level of the street; that makes 
six feet four from the top of the railing to the bottom of the area—the child was lying on its right 
side, and its legs as if sticking to the area, and its bedgown was sticking up close against the 
brickwork which forms part of the area against the road; it was lying parallel with the area—the area 
is paved with bricks—I took the child to the station, and then to St. Margaret's workhouse, where I 
delivered it to the nurse. 
DINAH REED . I am a nurse at St. Margaret's workhouse. I received the child from the last witness, 
on 25th March, at a quarter past 12 o'clock—Mr. Lavies, the surgeon, saw it every day afterwards. 
ROBERT WRIGHT . (Police sergeant, B 6). I went to the house of Mrs. Wix on 26th March, about half 
past 12 o'clock in the morning, and took the prisoner into custody—I told her it was for deserting her 
child in Hill Street, Knightsbridge—she said, "Yes, it is quite right." 
Cross-examined. Q. When you went up stairs, did not you find this poor creature in a fit, and raving, 
and calling out for a razor to cut her throat? A. Yes; she was apparently in a distracted state. 
WILLIAM LARNER . I am registrar of births of Chelsea North West District I have the register here of 
the birth of this child, signed by the prisoner—it was registered by the name of Eliza, in the 
workhouse. 
GUILTY. of Manslaughter.—Recommended to mercy by the Jury, who expressed their opinion that the 
bastardy laws had a strong tendency to increase this class of crime. — Six Years Penal Servitude. 
 

SECTION B 

1) ‘Discipline and Punish.’ Do your sources support Foucault’s view of the criminal justice system in 
nineteenth-century Britain? 
 
2) ‘It is virtually impossible to hear the voice of the poor, disadvantaged criminal.’ Do your sources 
support this assertion?  
 
3) Did crime writing (factual and fictional) subvert the Victorian values of patriarchy, morality and  
rationality? 
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SECTION C 
 
1) ‘Prosecutions for either white collar crime or sexual crime were not objective but infused with 
prejudices about class and gender.’ Discuss. 
 
2) ‘The state was more interested in saving money than reforming.’ Discuss in relation to any one 
aspect of the criminal justice system?  
 
3) Did the punishment system in Victorian England reflect a humanitarian impulse or a desire for 
social control?  
 
 
END 


